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You prepare a table before me... (Psalm 23 v 5) .. a table full of good things: forgiveness, grace, 
satisfaction and provision. There’s no limit to the amount we can eat.  
 
There is also a spread of good things for us to do, but here we do have choices to make. For example, one 
would most likely choose one main dish that could be fully enjoyed rather than taking several "plats 
principaux". Each dish may be exquisite, but if they were all eaten together they would give us 
indigestion or simply not fit on the same plate at the same time. 
 
The Lord has given us many good things which we’ve done at and out of the Chateau Blanc. Starting 
mission movements, training missionaries for the French-speaking world, church planting, creating a 
house of prayer and a residential centre for different groups: all of these activities are very good, and each 
one is worthy of being a main course. But we now see the need to become more specific in our main aims 
so that we can concentrate our efforts and give a renewed and clearer invitation to others.     
 
We thank Rob Reeve for his immense contribution to the ministry over many years, and we bless him as 
he uses his prophetic and teaching gifting to develop new mission movements under the leadership of the 
World Horizons International Office. We support "Come Mission" as they continue to train Korean 
missionaries for French-speaking Africa, and we want to see them established in their own identity.  
We’re pleased that prayer continues here, that believers from northern France and other countries come to 
pray for and be a blessing to France and to the nations of the world.  However, the ministries upon which 
we want to concentrate and for which we can extend a clear call link us back to our roots… 
 
A French church initially had a vision for the chateau and attempted to purchase the property, but this met 
with closed doors.  Years later, they encouraged Horizons to acquire it and there was a belief that this 
would be linked to reaching an area to the south of Lille, to mission training, and to a mission thrust from 
the north of France. Given the gifting and the calling of our team and the origins of the chateau project, 
we believe that we need to focus on: 
 

1. Mission recruitment, training, and mentoring of missionaries coming to, and being sent from 
France. 

 
2. Mobilizing the French church for mission and helping them develop local mission initiatives. 

 
3. Church planting, developing planting teams, and discipling new believers into 

fruitful ministry. 
 
We’re very excited about the table the Lord has set before our team and for the Chateau 
Blanc centre, and we invite you to join us in working towards these goals. 

 
Chris Morton 
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2007 turned out to be a highly productive year for 
work on the building, thanks to the generous gifts and 
hard work of so many people:  
 

 A gift from Canada made it possible for Freek 
Koelman and Hans (of Holland) to finish 
repairing and re-covering a turret roof which was 
leaking badly. It was a complex and dangerous 
job, and had we not had professionals give freely 
of their time and skills, it would have become a 
huge problem. 

 
 When a team from Wales 
offered to erect a large scaffold 
against the south wall of the 
chateau and began chipping off 
leaky rendering, they had no 
idea of the boost they gave to 
the repair and beautification of 
the centre. The McKinneys 
who came with a team from 
Ireland a few weeks later re-
rendered, treated, and 
redecorated (that’s restuccoed 
and repainted for North 
Americans) a third of the wall, 
and it looks stunning! 

 

 Several teams from the UK and 
Canada helped out with 
gardening, treating stonework, 
decorating outside walls, and 
remodelling dormitories. Three 
dorms are now looking quite 
stunning! 

 
 The Irish team helped us make 
significant advances in 
renovating the kitchen, and your 
gifts bought new equipment, which makes hosting 
teams much better.   

 

 The combined efforts of several UK and Korean 
teams, as well as the skilled help of Jean-Yves 
Consille, enabled Chris to finish repairing, 
decorating and reglazing one half of the 
greenhouse. This has made gardening all year-
round a bit easier and Norah is happily looking at 
what new plants to propagate. 
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It’s a question the team has been 
praying about for several years, and 
since last fall it seems that pieces are 
fitting into place: God is unveiling a 
new and bigger part of the blueprint. 
In the process, the Lord has placed a 
deep conviction in all of our hearts 
that we’re to ask Him to complete 
rapidly and with outside help those 
aspects of the building work which 
are draining our time, our vision, and 
our vitality. We need to get those 
things in place which will release us 
into our purpose for being in France, 
use our resources more effectively, 
and enable us to integrate new 
mission candidates into the field:  
 

 We need to finish replacing the crumbling 
rendering on the south wall this year. It’s the wall 
which faces the elements the most and it’s the one 
which faces the main street through town, and 
we’d love to see a new surface shining out to the 
public by next winter. We’re asking the Lord for 
3000 Euros (£ 2300/ $ 4400) for two months’ 

rental and 
delivery of the 
scaffolding. 

 
 We urgently 
need to replace 
29 metres of 
box guttering 
on the same 
face of the 
chateau. If we 
have to turn to 

professional 
help it will cost 
around 15,000 
euros (£ 11,300 

$21,000). We’re asking the Lord to raise up teams of 
professionals who would make this a personal 
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investment into His work. It would also be a more 
efficient use the scaffolding to do both jobs at once. 
 

 For the last two years Tim’s increasing back 
problems have prevented him from replacing roof 
slates, and the state of the old ones presents a 
growing threat to the roof’s integrity. Please join 
us in asking the Lord to bring us professionals 
who could complete a job which has dragged on 
for years. 

 
 There are two additional projects which are 
crucial to the future ministry of 
the chateau and which we hope 
to complete by 2010. Each 
winter we spend huge amounts 
of money to heat the building so 
that residents (missionaries in 
training), visiting ministry 
teams, and church groups are 
housed comfortably. It also 
prevents dampness/rot in the 
structure itself. The centre is 
heated by an old boiler (furnace) 
which was never designed for a 
building this large, and it needs 
desperately to be replaced. We 
realize too that a huge portion of 
our heat is lost for lack of 
insulation, and through the many 
large but antique single-pane 
windows. A new boiler prices 
out at 12,000 euros (£ 8,000/ $ 
17,000), and a local window 
manufacturer offered us the surprisingly 
reasonable quote of 40,000 euros (£ 30,000 / $ 
58.000) to replace all the windows with new 
double-pane ones, installation included.  

 
"�##� $�%� ����&� ����� %�� ��� ��'���� �%(� 
����(� ���
)��*�(+� ���� )�##���� %���� ���� +�����(���� ,�����
&�-�#���&��%�� �*� ���� ������%��#��)� .� ,$��(�-�&����
��('� ���+�/� *����)��/� ��&� ���� +�������($�
)��&�&������-�(���������0������$��(�!��
 
��"�1��"���
��2��3		���
��	
4 �
 
The church plant in Thumeries has now progressed to 
bi-monthly Sunday services, house groups, and one-
on-one discipleship.  
 
We’re ministering to four new believers in 
Thumeries, but the enemy is doing everything within 
his power to prevent them from growing beyond an 
initial encounter with God into a meaningful 
relationship with Him or His family. One person has 
been mired down in a nasty divorce for 3 years and is 
showing depressive tendencies, even to the point of 

withdrawing from healthy relationships. She needs to 
encounter the Lord’s love and provision in a fresh 
way, and we treasure your intercession on her behalf. 
The fourth person has been growing steadily in her 
walk with the Lord in spite of years of accumulated 
emotional/spiritual baggage, but she’ll soon be 
moving to Martinique to join her husband who’s 
working there. 
 
These lives are all reminders of the intense spiritual 
warfare taking place over the souls of the French 
people. But we believe the Lord is urging us to push 

forwards in faith, and that He 
will break through in lives in 
Thumeries.  
 
In our desire to “seek the 
peace and prosperity of the 
city”  in which the Lord has 
placed us and to create 
channels for sharing the 
Gospel, we continue to 
involve ourselves in 
community life in Thumeries 
in a variety of ways.  
 
Norah is a key leader in the 
Nature & Life Association 
and guides school outings 
regularly, Tim runs a guitar 
club in a local school and 
performs with his boys in 
local music festivals, and 
Chris attends town council 

meetings as an interested member of the public. We 
often meet with Catholic parish leaders, participate in 
ecumenical prayer events, and host their yearly 
catechism picnic. Lauren and Bruce take part in 
weekly art/pottery evenings.  
 
We create themed events at the chateau to use as 
tools for sharing the Gospel: 
 

 ComeMission hosts a highly successful week-long 
session of TaeKwonDo, dance, and craft 
workshops for local children each July.  

 
 We host theme dinners for our unsaved friends 
and acquaintances (eg. Valentine’s, Thanksgiving, 
Chandeleur, etc) as well as a yearly Christmas 
Carol sing-along.  

 
 We brought 5-6 local evangelical 
churches together for a joint outdoor 
celebration service and barbecue in 
July, and then hosted an inter-
church children’s program in the 
fall. 

 



 4 

Please pray for us as we look for ways to deepen our 
relationship with the mayor and the town council. 
We’d love to see them meet Jesus personally, of 
course, but we’re also praying for open doors to 
short-term mission teams hoping to serve the 
community in ways which visibly support the 
message of God’s love. 
�
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In early 2007 we contacted some of you about our 
plan to take the youth group on a retreat far away 
from the daily grind of life. We’d been using the 
Youth Alpha course and had hit a bit of a wall; the 
kids were tired from school, not overly responsive to 
the subjects being taught, and didn’t seem very 
interested in the Holy Spirit at all. But you responded 
generously by sponsoring many of the kids. After 
sending four of the older teens off by train, the rest of 
us crawled into the Worrall’s and Lungren’s sagging 
cars for the 9-hour drive to the Ardèche.   
 
With Etienne and Patricia Morgan’s help (as well as 
two other French believers) we managed to pack a 
week full of kayaking, rappelling, caving, hiking and 
teaching on the work and gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
There were a few times when we were frustrated and 

could only beg the Lord to break through to the kids.  
 
He heard our prayers, and on the day before we left 
for home He showed up in a significant way. Almost 
all were touched deeply by the Holy Spirit: several 
were filled by the Spirit, at least one accepted the 
Lord as saviour, and three have since been baptized 
in water and declared publicly their desire to follow 
Jesus. The trip was certainly an investment worth 
sowing into! 
 
This year, three of the ten youth will leave school 
after their Baccalaureate (high school graduation) and 
will most likely move on to university or jobs. So 
that means that there’ll be significant changes in the 
youth ministry next year. We want to make this year 
special as well, but since pre-Bac exams produce 
sleepless nights and pre-Bac nerves, a proper spring 
retreat will be impossible. However, we plan to take 
them somewhere nearby for at least a weekend just to 
have fun and celebrate what God is doing in their 
lives.  
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